August 23, 2026, Board Meeting Public Comments

GATEWAY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
BOARD MEETING

August 24, 2026

Public Comments for August 24, 2026, Board Meeting
(Received as of August 23, 2026)

The public was encouraged to submit public comments via the comment form on
www. GatewayProgram.org.

Page 1 of 3
Prepared 8/23/26


https://gatewayprogram-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mbeckhardt_gatewayprogram_org/Documents/Admin/Board%20Meeting%20Docs/February%202024%20Board%20Meeting/2-16%20Board%20Meeting/www.GatewayProgram.org

August 23, 2026, Board Meeting Public Comments

Name Jerry Keenan

Organization NJ Alliance for Action

Comment Topic | Statement in support of the latest GDC Initiatives

Link to video testimony.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvLp1O7s4Co

August 23, 2026, Board Meeting Public Comments

Name Joshua Berman

Organization Regional Plan Association

Comment Topic | Gateway Progress

Public Comment from Regional Plan Association Submitted to the Gateway Development
Commission

August 24, 2026

The Gateway Program is the most urgent infrastructure project in the nation. The North River
Tunnels are more than a century old, and due to damage from Superstorm Sandy, remain a
critical vulnerability for the Northeast Corridor. Completing the Hudson Tunnel Project is
essential to creating a safer, more reliable, and more resilient rail system for the region.

But Gateway should not be viewed solely as a state-of-good-repair project. The region must
plan now for the additional rail capacity needed to support future growth. Penn Station already
operates under significant constraints, serving hundreds of thousands of passengers, three
times its original designed capacity. As the region grows, we will need the infrastructure to
support more trains, more passengers, and more reliable service.

The Hudson Tunnel Project is a critical resilience and reliability project as well as the
foundation for expanded trans-Hudson rail capacity and a Penn Station capable of supporting
substantially more transit service. As we continue to make progress on the Hudson Tunnel
Project, we also urge policymakers at all levels of government to continue planning for long-
term capacity at Penn Station.

Investing in Gateway and Penn Station’s future capacity will strengthen the regional economy,
improve transit service and make the Northeast Corridor more resilient and sustainable.

We commend the Gateway Development Commission for continuing to advance the Gateway
Program and call on policymakers to maximize this investment and plan for building the
capacity we will need for the region’s future.
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R)(P @ Regional Plan Association

Public Comment from Regional Plan Association Submitted to the Gateway
Development Commission

August 24, 2026

The Gateway Program is the most urgent infrastructure project in the nation. The North
River Tunnels are more than a century old, and due to damage from Superstorm Sandy,
remain a critical vulnerability for the Northeast Corridor. Completing the Hudson Tunnel
Project is essential to creating a safer, more reliable, and more resilient rail system for the
region.

But Gateway should not be viewed solely as a state-of-good-repair project. The region
must plan now for the additional rail capacity needed to support future growth. Penn
Station already operates under significant constraints, serving hundreds of thousands of
passengers, three times its original designed capacity. As the region grows, we will need
the infrastructure to support more trains, more passengers, and more reliable service.

The Hudson Tunnel Project is a critical resilience and reliability project as well as the
foundation for expanded trans-Hudson rail capacity and a Penn Station capable of
supporting substantially more transit service. As we continue to make progress on the
Hudson Tunnel Project, we also urge policymakers at all levels of government to
continue planning for long-term capacity at Penn Station.

Investing in Gateway and Penn Station’s future capacity will strengthen the regional
economy, improve transit service and make the Northeast Corridor more resilient and
sustainable.

We commend the Gateway Development Commission for continuing to advance the
Gateway Program and call on policymakers to maximize this investment and plan for
building the capacity we will need for the region’s future.
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